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Capital adequacy was considered one of the most important indicators of banks’
financial health and stability and was influenced by factors such as the intensity
of competition, market structure, and methods of fund mobilization. In addition,
the expansion of internet and digital banking had changed banks’ approaches to
attracting and retaining financial resources, as well as the conditions of
competition in the banking industry. Accordingly, examining the relationship
among banking competition, internet-based fund mobilization, and capital
adequacy was important. This study aimed to examine the impact of banking
competition on the capital adequacy of listed banks, with emphasis on the role
of internet-based fund mobilization. It also examined the effect of internet-based
fund mobilization on capital adequacy and the mediating role of banking
competition in this relationship. In terms of its purpose, the study was applied;
in terms of its method, it was descriptive-correlational and ex post facto, and it
used panel data. The required data were extracted from audited financial
statements, annual reports, explanatory notes, audit reports, information
available through the Codal system, Central Bank reports, and information
related to banks’ internet services and transactions. Panel-data regression
models and an indirect-effect test were used to analyze the data and test the
hypotheses. The statistical population comprised banks listed on Iran’s capital
market that were active during the period under study. The study sample was
selected using systematic screening based on criteria including access to
financial information, continuity of operations, and the possibility of calculating
the study variables. The results obtained from estimating the study models
indicated that the relationships between banking competition and capital
adequacy, and between internet-based fund mobilization and capital adequacy,
as well as the indirect effect of internet-based fund mobilization on capital
adequacy through banking competition, could be examined. Based on the
econometric test results, the effects of banking competition and internet-based
fund mobilization on capital adequacy, as well as the mediating role of banking
competition, were evaluated on the basis of the estimated coefficients and
significance levels. In the final version of the article, the actual coefficient
values, significance levels, and final conclusions regarding the hypotheses were
reported based on the study’s statistical output.
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